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Current Statistics (Numbers vary between sources) 

Total cases 48,419,190 Total Active Cases 12,522,041 Total Confirmed Recoveries 34,667,040 Total Confirmed Deaths 1,230,109 
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Asia 

   

COVID-19 rates in Asia continue to vary by country. Whilst some countries in the region are experiencing 

a steady decline in cases, others are recording a surge in infections.  

Although India remains the second-worst affected nation in the world with 8,260,000 reported cases since 

the beginning of the pandemic, over the last two months authorities have recorded a steady decrease in 

the daily number of new infections. Kerala, Delhi and Maharashtra are recording the highest percentage 

of active cases in India. 

Countries that are currently experiencing a surge in cases include Malaysia and Nepal.  

In Malaysia, in a meeting with the National Security Council on 2 November, Prime Minister Tan Sri 

Muhyiddin Yassin noted that the government is evaluating stricter rules to tackle the increasing number 

of positive cases.  

The number of COVID-19 cases is also climbing in Nepal. The Nepalese Ministry of Health and 

Population stated that, over the last two weeks, 40,000 new positive cases were recorded across all the 

nation’s seven provinces. Resources to deal with the pandemic are reportedly overstretched in 

Kathmandu where the number of active cases has exceeded 16,000.  

Cases are also following an upward trend in Sri Lanka. To stop the spread, on Sunday, 1 November, 

authorities in Western Province, where the capital Colombo is located, extended the weekend curfew 

until 9 November. Additionally, school holidays have been extended until 23 November, thus postponing 

the reopening of classes. After months of successful containment of the virus, a new cluster of the 

infection was identified in a garment factory in the densely populated Western province last month. This 

was following by a second cluster being discovered in a fish market in Colombo. The two clusters have 

contributed to the country’s second wave of COVID-19.  

In recent days, the number of new daily cases has also increased in South Korea, where, from 7 

November, the use of face coverings will be mandatory in 23 types of establishment such as department 

stores, hair salons and cafes among others. Most recently, authorities also announced a new five-tier 

system, which will replace the current three-tier system.  

Elsewhere, in positive news, data indicates a small decrease in cases in Japan, Maldives and Philippines.  
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New Cases in Asia 

China Singapore Japan Pakistan

Indonesia Philippines India

Countries Active Covid Cases  Active Case Number 

Change 

Domestic 

Lockdown 

International 

Travel Restrictions 

India 528,428 Significant Decrease Moderate High 

Pakistan 14,646 Increase Moderate High 

China  392 Increase Light High 

Japan 6,819 Increase Light High 

Indonesia 54,190 Slight decrease Moderate High 

Singapore 70 Stable Light High 

Philippines 31,689  Decrease Moderate High 
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Europe 

 

Second lockdowns are being enforced across the continent as several countries are experiencing higher 

infections levels than at the peak in April. The World Health Organisation warned that Europe has become 

the latest epicentre of the disease. Overall, the continent has surpassed 10 million cases since the 

beginning of the pandemic.  

Following in the steps of France, Germany and Belgium that last week implemented new stringent rules, 

the United Kingdom has announced new measures. In response to rising COVID-19 cases and to prevent 

the National Health Service from being overwhelmed, Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced in a 

televised press conference on 31 October that England will enter a second national lockdown. From 

Thursday, 5 November, pubs, restaurants, gyms, and non-essential shops have closed, although schools 

and universities can remain open. The government’s general advice is to avoid travelling unless for 

essential purposes. Prime Minister Johnson expects the lockdown to be lifted on 2 December, after which 

England's regional tiered system will be reintroduced.  

Over the past week, anger about COVID-19 restrictions has escalated into violent protests in Spain and 

Italy. In Spain, as an overnight curfew continues to be enforced and the state of emergency has been 

extended until May 2021, anti-lockdown protests broke out in several cities nationwide including Madrid, 

Barcelona, Málaga and Burgos on Friday, 30 October.  

Similarly, on Friday, 30 October, clashes broke out in Florence were protesters set off fireworks and flares 

against police and vandalised several shops. Protests were reported in several other cities such as 

Bologna, where approximately 300 people gathered in the city centre to protest Italy’s third emergency 

decree. On 4 November, Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte signed an emergency decree that divides Italy 

into three risk areas according to the intensity of the pandemic. This will be in place until 3 December.  

Germany also began a partial lockdown on 2 November. Like in other European countries, bars, 

restaurants and other entertainment venues will be closed and outdoor gatherings will be limited to just 

two households. Schools and universities will remain open.  

On Saturday, 31 October, Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad announced that approximately half of Slovakia’s 

population took an antigen swab test as part of a government nationwide scheme to detect infections and 

regain control of the pandemic. With 5.45 million population, Slovakia was successful in managing the 

first wave of the infection. However, over the last few weeks, authorities have recorded a rise in infections 

leading to concerns over a possible repercussion on the country’s health system.  

Authorities in Slovakia are also monitoring its neighbour Czechia, which is currently dealing with one of 

the fastest-growing outbreaks per capita across the continent. As President von der Leyen noted “Czechia 

is facing one of the most difficult situations in Europe right now. The number of coronavirus cases is rising 

rapidly, and it needs medical equipment to treat patients in hospitals”. Following the request for 

assistance, the European Commission has dispatched a batch of ventilators from the RescEU reserve to 

Czechia. 

Just hours after a terrorist attack hit Austria’s capital Vienna, new COVID-19 restrictions came into force 

on 3 November. Movement is restricted between 20:00 and 06:00 local time across the nation among 

other restrictions. Museums, cinemas and other entertainment venues have closed, and all events 

cancelled. This includes Christmas markets.  
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New Cases in Europe

France Italy Spain Germany United Kingdom Russia

Countries Active Covid Cases  Active Case Number 

Change 

Domestic 

Lockdown 

International 

Travel Restrictions 

France 1,381,985 Significant increase High Moderate 

Italy 443,235 Significant increase Moderate Moderate 

Spain N/A Significant increase High Moderate 

Germany 204,931 Significant increase High Moderate 

UK N/A Significant increase High Moderate 

Russia 397,306 Significant increase Moderate High 
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Americas 

   

A third of the world’s total COVID-19 related deaths are reported in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Overall, the region continues to see some of the highest caseloads globally, which show no signs of 

slowing in countries including Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, and Colombia.  

Although some countries have seen a small decrease in cases, concerns are rising over a second wave 

of the disease.  

In Colombia, Medellin is the COVID-19 epicentre. Over the Halloween festivities, a curfew was in place 

from 22:00 to 06:00 local time. President Ivan Duque stated that the current measures to tackle the 

pandemic will be in place at least until the end of November.  

On the other hand, Chile continues to see a steady decline in infections. Chilean Minister of Health 

Enrique Paris recently reported that over the last two weeks, new cases have fallen by 6 percent. Fearing 

a second wave of the disease, Chilean Health Minister Enrique Paris urged citizens to continue practising 

social distancing; at a press conference on 2 November he noted “we do not want to have a second wave 

as large as the one that Europe is having, and we will make every possible effort to avoid an increase in 

infections and more patients dying”.  

The United States has now got the highest COVID-19 cases per capita than any other country globally. 

Confirmed cases have now reached 9,500,000.  

Peru started to relax its quarantine measures in May, although, most recently, the state of emergency 

was extended until the end of November. The restrictions currently in place include a night-time curfew, 

a ban on social gatherings and the mandatory wearing of face coverings whilst outdoors. 

The country has reached 906,000 cases since the beginning of the pandemic and it has registered one 

of the highest mortality rates in the world. Despite this, over the last few weeks cases have shown a 

steady decline. For this reason, on 1 November, authorities decided to reopen the Inca citadel of Machu 

Picchu after eight months of lockdown. Foreign Trade and Tourism Minister Rocio Barrios noted that the 

reopening of the site will show “that we Peruvians are resilient”. 

Elsewhere in Central America, Costa Rica reopened its borders to international travellers. From 1 

November, travellers will no longer be required to present a negative COVID-19 test upon arrival. 
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New Cases in the Americas

Mexico Argentina Brazil Peru Chile USA Canada Countries Active Covid Cases  Active Case Number 

Change 

Domestic 

Lockdown 

International 

Travel Restrictions 

Mexico 152,585 Slight Increase Light Moderate 

Argentina 155,761 Decrease High High 

Brazil 365,427 Decrease Light High 

Peru 41,422 Decrease Moderate High 

Chile 8,553 Stable Light High 

USA 3,269,507  Increase Moderate Moderate 

Canada 31,725 Slight Increase Moderate High 
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Africa 

     

Although the rate of infection remains lower in Africa than in other continents, some countries are 

experiencing a slight increase in cases. These are predominantly North African nations.  

For example, on 3 November Morocco reported the highest COVID-19 number of deaths since the 

beginning of the pandemic. Over the last few weeks, the occupancy rate of intensive care units rose to 

approximately 27 percent. Grand Casablanca has one of the highest COVID-19 rates in the country. In 

response to the rise in cases, Morocco’s Head of Government Saad Eddine El Othmani noted that 

although a total lockdown will be damaging for the nation’s economy, restrictions will be reimposed if 

citizens won’t comply with the health measures. Additionally, he stated that despite the situation being 

worrying it is “not yet out of control”. The state of Health Emergency will remain in effect until at least 10 

November.  

Likewise, Egypt is seeing an increasing number of COVID-19 cases. At the start of the week, Prime 

Minister Mostafa Madbouly warned of the possibility of a renewed lockdown in case of public non-

compliance to the measures. In relation to this, Madbouly stated “if our citizens do not stick to the 

government’s guidelines, we will be obliged to take some difficult decisions which will have a negative 

economic impact on the people whom the government has been trying to help”. Although at present, no 

official decision has been made, Egypt’s education minister warned that a second wave of the virus 

cannot be ruled out, as witnessed in European countries.  

Elsewhere in the continent, Sudan is also dealing with a second wave of the infection. The sudden 

increase in cases has resulted in the Ministry of Health of Khartoum expanding COVID-19 testing in an 

effort to tackle the rise. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the country has reached approximately 14,000 cases and over 800 

deaths.  

In the continent South Africa remains the worst-hit country, registering 40 percent of total cases in the 

continent. Despite the country’s stringent COVID-19 measures, concerns are rising over a possible 

second wave of infections.  

Nigeria is also among the five hardest-hit countries in Africa. In the continent’s most populous nation, a 

resurgence of the disease has been reported in Lagos. This week the Lagos State Government 

announced that to avoid another lockdown, citizens will have to adhere to health requirements, and this 

includes avoiding unnecessary movement and social gatherings. 
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New Cases in Africa

South Africa Nigeria Morocco Egypt

Ghana Kenya Algeria

Countries Active Covid Cases  Active Case Number 

Change 

Domestic 

Lockdown 

International 

Travel Restrictions 

South Africa 50,778 Decrease Moderate High 

Nigeria 2,498 Decrease Moderate High 

Morocco 37,442 Slight Increase Moderate High 

Egypt 2,137 Slight Increase Moderate High 

Ghana 877 Slight Increase Moderate High 

Kenya 19,155 Slight increase Moderate High 

Algeria 16,527 Stable Moderate High 
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Middle East 

 

  

Across the Middle East, the number of infections varies between countries with some performing and 

dealing with the pandemic better than others.  

On Sunday, 1 November, deaths in Iran reached a record high taking the official toll to more than 35,700 

with the head of Iran’s Medical Council, Mohammadreza Zafarghandi, noting that the country has reached 

a “catastrophic mortality rate” as fatalities have been on the rise since September. Recording more than 

628,000 cases since the beginning of the pandemic, Iran continues to be the worst affected nation in the 

Middle East. Despite this, authorities in the country believe that the actual COVID-19 rate could be 

significantly higher. 

As cases continue to mount, new restrictions have been in effect in 25 of Iran’s 31 provinces from 4 

November and they will reportedly be in place for at least ten days. This week a four-day ban on travel in 

and out of 25 cities has also been enforced. Additionally, weddings and conferences have been stopped 

until further notice and schools, places of worship and restaurants remain closed.  

Over the weekend Saudi Arabia allowed foreign Muslim pilgrims into the Grand Mosque in Mecca for the 

first time since COVID-19 restrictions were implemented. From 31 October, thousands of pilgrims could 

perform the Umrah pilgrimage. Upon entry into the kingdom, worshippers had to undergo a three-day 

isolation period before visiting religious sites.  

The rate of daily new infections continues to decline in Qatar. The country has the lowest COVID-19 

cases in the world with authorities successfully limiting the spread of the disease. This is allegedly due to 

proactive testing and high quality of the health system. Although restrictions are slowly being lifted, 

authorities continue to advise physical distancing and other hygiene measures. Elsewhere in the Gulf 

region, it is reported that the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain are conducting the highest COVID-19 

testing per capita.  

Infections in Lebanon continue to rise, with data showing that over the last two months recorded cases 

have almost doubled. To stop the spread of the disease, the Interior Ministry extended the nationwide 

overnight curfew by four hours. Officials have not yet provided an end to the curfew which runs from 21:00 

to 05:00 local time. Recently, authorities have also ordered a complete lockdown of 115 villages and 

cities across the country whilst hospitality establishments remain closed until further notice. Caretaker 

Health Minister Hamad Hassan stated that the country is on  track towards a “disastrous scene as to the 

coronavirus pandemic” and that the rise in cases is also due to the disregard to social distancing 

measures. Noting that the country will soon run out of available spaces in intensive care units, the minister 

called for more stringent restrictions including a new nationwide lockdown. 
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New Cases in the Middle East

Israel Saudi Arabia Iran Qatar UAE Kuwait

Countries Active Covid Cases  Active Case Number 

Change 

Domestic 

Lockdown 

International 

Travel Restrictions 

Israel 9,409 Decrease High High 

Saudi Arabia 7,871 Stable Light Severe 

Iran 109,185 Strong Increase Moderate High 

Qatar 2,724  Stable Moderate High 

UAE 1,822   Decrease Light Moderate 

Kuwait 8,307 Stable Moderate Moderate 


